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REGION 4
INTRA~SERVICE SECTION 7 BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION FORM

[Notz: This form provides the authiae of inloration needed for infra-Service consaltation. #f additional space is needed, stach
addifiopal sheets, or setnp this fonm to accommodaie yourresporses.]

Originating Person: Thomas B. Lewis, Wildlife Biologist :
Telephone Numbser: 850-653-8808  E-Mail: thom lewis@fws.gov
Date: 15 September 2006 - : '
PROJECT NAME (Grant Tide/Number}: FY(7 Prescribed Fire Management Plan fox
Compartment 10 and 13.
L Service Program:
X Ré'fuges/Wﬂd‘ﬁfe_‘

n State/Agency: v/
. Station Name: North Florida Refige Complex, St. Vincent NWR. -
IV,  Descripti oz of Proposed Acnon {attach additional pageﬁ as needed)

- Use prescribed fire as g refuge manageirient tool for hazardous fuel reduction and habitat

improvement. See attached Fire Managsment Prescriptions and maps.

V. - -Pertiment Spccrm -and Hablfﬂt‘“

A. Include spec;es/habltat occurrence map: See Maps in atiached.

Iz, - L'OID.EL’:)U:‘»‘ 0L JOHOWITIT L4Die:
SPECIES/CRITICAL HABITAT = -7 gTATTS'
Bald Bagle = - S ' T
Red Wolf i E

”Sﬂ.’!‘(ﬁ x—enenm 76, Tehreatened, Pl"—pmpnse endomiered, PT=proposed thyxaf';mt&'e,i CH=eritical habitat, - ‘
PCH=proposad ertical habital, C=candidats specics T

VI Location (attach map): Map 1
A.  Eceregios Nusm berand N ames 30, Noriheast Guif Eoosystem.
B. County apd State: Franklin, Florida

C- _ _Secuon townshlp- and rangé (or Jatitude and lGD“IUIdr:) Compartment 10
(Section 1,2,3,4, 10, 11, and12: T 108: R QW) Compartment 13 (Section 25,

s
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26,27,28,35and 36: T 95: R 9W, Section 30 and 31: T9S: R §W.
D. Distance (miles) and direction to nearest town: 6 mi. NE to Apalachicola, FL.

E. Species/habitat eccurrence: Bald eagles have historically nested on St. Vincent
NWR. Pairs return to their nesting temitories in mid Angust through early October.
Incubation and eaglet rearing occur throughout the winter and spring. All eaglets are
fledged by early May. Eight active nesting ferritories occut on the refuge. Eagle nest
FRO32 oceurs in Compartment 10 and No eagle nesis ate in compartment 13.

Red wolves mhabit St. Vincent NWR. They use a variety of habitats for foraging and
generally den on dry ridges. Red wolves occasionally use Compartment 10 and ssldom
use Compartment 13 since most of it is salt marsh, No den sites have ever been
documented in either of these compartments and the captive facility is Iocated in
Comnpartment 8. .

VIL Determination of Effects:
A, Explanation of effects of the action on species and critical habitats in item V.
B (attach additional pages as needed): :
| SPECIES/ - IMPACTS TO SPECHES/CRITICAL EABITAT
CRITICAL. HABITAT
Bald Eagle Minimal direct effacts to the Bald Eagles. Indirect effects are
positive.
Red Wolf Minimal direct effects to the Bald Eagles, Indirect effects are
positive, ’ ' s
B. Explanation of actions to be implemented to redues adverse effects:
SPECIES/ ACTIONS TO MITIGATE/MINIMIZE IMPACTS
CRITICAL HABITAT :
Bald Eagle 1. Non- nesting season Rx Fire within nesting areas.
2. Smoke manageinent designed to direct smoke away from eagle
nesting arcas.
T Contral nf Inddem frnln it ko d lﬂutn'n\g am hx 111;-5 Kinr kr
ensure fire does not damage nest irees.
4. Nesting will be monitored by Wildlife Biologist.
5. Keep staff informed on nesting status.
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VI Effect Determination and Respouse Requested:

U.S5., Pish and Wildiife

Hoos

SPECIES/ | DETERMINATION® RESPONSE!
CRITECAL BABITAT e - REQUESTED
NE | NaA AA
‘Bald Eagle ; o X | .. Concurrence .
SPECIES/ DETERMINATIONT RESPONSE!
CRITICAL HABITAT REQUESTED
oo - | . NE JNA T AA
Red Wolf ’ : X Concurtence
HE IERMINATIOWN/RESFONSE REQU ESTED:

_NE=ng ctfocs, This derrmination s approprisxe whep e proposed action will I.M)’{: dirconty, inditceny, or cumulssively impact, cither
positively or negutively, aoy Hsted, proposed, cundiduis species or designated/proposed eritical habitat, Respoose Bequested is oplicnal
duta “Concirznes” is recommended for a conplete Administtative Recod., .

Na =10t Hiely 1o adversely affect. This determinativn & approprials when the proposed actioa & ax Hkely 1o adversely impactany
listed, propased, candidaie species or designared/propused critical babitnt or there msy be beneficial effeets to thest resonrecs,
Response Reguesied i 2 “Concirrence”.

AA = Nkely 1o advertely affect. This delerminadion is appropriste when the propased action i3 Hkely to advessely impact any listed,
proposed, candidate species or designated/proposed orifical habital Respoase Requested for listed speoies is “Fomal Consultation”™.
Response Requested for proposed or candidsic spoeiis’is “Conforence”,

./". g 3 /;\
C)«/ zﬁfb%ce/{ . < S5k D806
signature (otiginatég station) date / :
Mojd it /%wﬁq sl
title v

iX. Reviewing Ecological Services Office Evaluation: 4-7-07~0 L{j

A. Concurrence X Nonconcurrence
B. Formal éonsultaﬁon required

C. Conferesnce required

D. Informal conference reguired

E. Remarks (attach additional pages as needed):
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(,Z/igﬁm re C‘Z date
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SPECIES! ; ACTIONS TO MITIGATE/MINIMIZE TMPACTS
CRITICAL HABITAT

6. Fire lines will keep unwanted fire out of nest arsas.

SPECIES/ ACTIONS TO MITIGATE/MINIMIZE IMPACTS

CRITICAL HABITAT
Red Wolf : 1. Noz- denning season Rx Fire within denning areas.

2. Captive red wolf facility will be protected from unwanted fize.

3. Red wolves are monitored regulatly by Wildlife Biologist.

4, Denning will be monitored by Wildlife Biologist.

5. Keep staft informed on denning status.

6. Fire lines will keep unwanted fire out of denning arsas.
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